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S t at e S ec ret ary T h i el en , 
P res i d en t  W i n t erm an t el , 
L ad i es  an d  G en t l em en , 
B o l o g n a s em i n ars  f o rm  a p erm an en t  f eat u re o f  ac t i v i t i es  n ec es s ary t o  p rep are 
m i n i s t eri al  c o n f eren c es . T h es e s em i n ars  p ro v i d e o p p o rt u n i t i es  t o  ev al u at e t h e i n t eri m  
res u l t s  o f  t h e B o l o g n a P ro c es s  an d  t o  w o rk  o n  d ev el o p i n g  j o i n t  i d eas  ab o u t  t h e 
E u ro p ean  H i g h er E d u c at i o n  A rea. I n  p rep ari n g  t h e c o n f eren c es  o f  m i n i s t ers , t h ey 
al s o  s erv e t o  rai s e p u b l i c  aw aren es s  o f  s el ec t ed  as p ec t s  o f  t h e B o l o g n a P ro c es s , t o  
ref l ec t  i n t ern at i o n al  ex p eri en c es  i n  t h e i m p l em en t at i o n  o f  b o t h  l o n g -t erm  an d  i n t eri m  
o b j ec t i v es  an d  al s o  d raw  at t en t i o n  t o  n at i o n al  c h arac t eri s t i c s . A t  t h e s am e t i m e, t h ey 
m o t i v at e al l  s t ak eh o l d ers  t o  rep o rt  o n  t h e h i g h l y c o m p l ex  an d  d em an d i n g  o b l i g at i o n s  
t o  w h i c h  t h e B o l o g n a s i g n at o ry s t at es  c o m m i t t ed  t h em s el v es  i n  o rd er t o  real i s e t h e 
E u ro p ean  H i g h er E d u c at i o n  A rea. 
A s  rep res en t at i v e o f  t h e Länder i n  t h e F ed eral  R ep u b l i c  o f  G erm an y, I  am  v ery 
p l eas ed  t o  w el c o m e yo u  t o  t h i s  s em i n ar i n  B erl i n  d ed i c at ed  t o  as p ec t s  o f  q u al i t y 
as s u ran c e. T h ere i s  n o  d o u b t :  q u al i t y as s u ran c e i s  o n e o f  t h e k ey el em en t s  o f  t h e 
B o l o g n a P ro c es s . W i t h o u t  t h e c ert ai n t y t h at  t h e B o l o g n a s t at es  c reat e n o t  o n l y t h e 
s t ru c t u ral  p rereq u i s i t es  f o r c o m p at i b l e an d  t ran s p aren t  s t u d y s t ru c t u res  b u t  al s o  
as s u re t h e q u al i t y o f  t h e s t u d y c o u rs es , t h ere w o u l d  b e v ery l i t t l e c ro s s -b o rd er 
rec o g n i t i o n  o f  ac ad em i c  p erf o rm an c e an d  h i g h er-ed u c at i o n  d eg rees  w i t h o u t  
c o m p reh en s i v e an d  d et ai l ed  c h ec k s . T h i s  m u t u al  rec o g n i t i o n  f ac i l i t at es  s t u d en t  
m o b i l i t y i m m en s el y. A n d  t h i s  rec o g n i t i o n  i s  en c o u rag ed  i f  t h e res p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e 
q u al i t y o f  c o u rs es  i s  i n i t i al l y p erc ei v ed  as  a n at i o n al  an d  h i g h er ed u c at i o n  i n s t i t u t i o n s ’  
res p o n s i b i l i t y o ri en t ed  at  s t an d ard s  ag reed  u p o n  at  i n t ern at i o n al  l ev el . 
O n  t h e o t h er h an d  t h e i s s u e o f  q u al i t y as s u ran c e d em o n s t rat es  t h at  t h e B o l o g n a 
P ro c es s  h as  t o  i n c l u d e t h e c o n s i d erat i o n s  an d  i n i t i at i v es  o f  o t h er o rg an i s at i o n s  an d  
i n s t i t u t i o n s . T h e d i s c u s s ed  reg i s t er o f  q u al i t y-as s u ran c e ag en c i es  al s o  c o n c ern s  t h e 
E u ro p ean  U n i o n . O E C D  an d  t h e C o u n c i l  o f  E u ro p e h av e ad o p t ed  rec o m m en d at i o n s  
f o r c ro s s -b o rd er q u al i t y as s u ran c e. T h e c o m p reh en s i v e q u al i f i c at i o n  f ram ew o rk , t h e 
E u ro p ean  U n i o n  i s  s t ri v i n g  t o  ac h i ev e, m u s t  b e c o m p at i b l e w i t h  t h e q u al i f i c at i o n  
f ram ew o rk  f o r t h e E u ro p ean  H i g h er E d u c at i o n  A rea d ev el o p ed  i n  t h e B o l o g n a 
P ro c es s . T h e n at i o n al  q u al i t y-as s u ran c e i n s t i t u t i o n s  are p art i c i p an t s  o f  an  
i n t ern at i o n al  n et w o rk  f ar b eyo n d  t h e B o l o g n a p ro c es s  area.  



 3 

Q u al i t y as s u ran c e, t o  b e d i s c u s s ed  t o d ay an d  t o m o rro w , es p ec i al l y t h e ro l e o f  
n at i o n al  an d  E u ro p ean  p l ayers  i n  t h e q u al i t y-as s u ran c e p ro c es s  – t h at  m ean s  
ag en c i es , h i g h er ed u c at i o n  i n s t i t u t i o n s , p ro v i n c es  o r F ed eral  S t at es  an d  t h e f ed eral  
g o v ern m en t  i n  F ed erat i o n s  - i s  o n e o f  t h e k ey q u es t i o n s . A n d  I  s u p p o s e w e ex p ec t  
d i f f eren t  an s w ers  d ep en d i n g  o n  h o w  t h e B o l o g n a s t at es  s t ru c t u re t h ei r n at i o n al  
q u al i t y-as s u ran c e s ys t em s . 
A s  yo u  k n o w , t h e ac c red i t at i o n  o f  s t u d y c o u rs es  i s  a c en t ral  el em en t  i n  q u al i t y-
as s u ran c e i n  G erm an y. T h e ac c red i t at i o n  s ys t em  w as  d ev el o p ed  i n  c o o p erat i o n  
b et w een  t h e i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h i g h er ed u c at i o n  an d  t h e F ed eral  S t at es  as  w el l  as  t h e 
F ed eral  G o v ern m en t . I n  t h e f ed eral  s ys t em  o f  G erm an y, ac c red i t at i o n  w as  an d  i s  t h e 
res p o n s i b i l i t y o f  t h e Länder. D es p i t e al l  c ri t i c s  reg ard i n g  t h e f i n an c i al  an d  p ers o n al  
c o s t s  o f  t h e p ro c ed u re an d  t h e ef f o rt s  as s o c i at ed  w i t h  c o u rs e ac c red i t at i o n  i n  h i g h er 
ed u c at i o n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  an d  ac c red i t at i o n  ag en c i es , es p ec i al l y f o r t h e p eers , 
ac c red i t at i o n  i n  G erm an y h as  p ro v en  i t s el f  as  s u c c es s f u l :  t h i s  i s  t h e c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e 
N at i o n al  B o l o g n a R ep o rt  2 0 0 7 . T h e c en t ral  ac c red i t at i o n  b o d y i n  G erm an y, t h e 
A c c red i t at i o n  C o u n c i l , w as  c o n v ert ed  i n t o  a f o u n d at i o n  u n d er p u b l i c  l aw  i n  B o n n  at  
t h e b eg i n n i n g  o f  2 0 0 5 . T h e ac c red i t at i o n  o f  c o u rs es  i s  reg u l at ed  c o n s i s t en t l y f o r al l  
h i g h er ed u c at i o n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  G erm an y v i a Länder l aw s  o n  h i g h er ed u c at i o n , 
res o l u t i o n s  an d  rec o m m en d at i o n s  b y t h e S t an d i n g  C o n f eren c e o f  t h e M i n i s t ers  o f  
E d u c at i o n  an d  C u l t u ral  A f f ai rs  o f  t h e L ä n d er an d  rel ev an t  res o l u t i o n s  o f  t h e 
A c c red i t at i o n  C o u n c i l .  
T h e ac c red i t at i o n  p ro c ed u res  are b as ed  o n  t h e E u ro p ean  S t an d ard s  an d  G u i d el i n es  
(E S G ). W i t h  res o l u t i o n s  ad o p t ed  b et w een  D ec em b er 2 0 0 5  an d  J u n e 2 0 0 6 , t h e 
A c c red i t at i o n  C o u n c i l  rev i s ed  al l  b as i c  p ro c ed u res , ru l es  an d  ac c red i t at i o n  c ri t eri a. 
A p p ro v ed  ag en c i es  are b o u n d  b y t h e ru l es  o f  t h e A c c red i t at i o n  C o u n c i l  t o  o b s erv e 
t h e E S G . 
I n  t h e b eg i n n i n g  o f  t h e l as t  w i n t er t erm  4 5  %  o f  al l  aro u n d  1 1 .5 0 0  c o u rs es  i n  G erm an  
h i g h er ed u c at i o n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  s t art ed  as  B ac h el o r- an d  M as t er c o u rs es , am o n g  t h em  
7 0  %  o f  al l  c o u rs es  i n  F ac h h o c h s c h u l en  (=  u n i v ers i t i es  o f  ap p l i ed  s c i en c es ) an d  3 9  %  
i n  u n i v ers i t i es . O n e t h i rd  o f  t h es e c o u rs es  h ad  b een  ac c red i t ed .  
T h eref o re a d i s c u s s i o n  h as  s t art ed  h o w  t o  d ev el o p  o u r q u al i t y-as s u ran c e s ys t em . 
O n e as p ec t  d i s c u s s ed  i s  t o  s t ren g t h en  t h e ro l e an d  t h e res p o n s i b i l i t y o f  h i g h er 
ed u c at i o n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e q u al i t y-as s u ran c e p ro c es s . Q u al i t y as s u ran c e i s  t h e m ai n  
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t as k  o f  h i g h er ed u c at i o n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h em s el v es . N ev ert h el es s  i t  i s  s ai d  i n  o u r 
c o n s t i t u t i o n  t h at  t h e ed u c at i o n  s ys t em  i s  u n d er res p o n s i b i l i t y o f  t h e s t at e. A s  t h e 
h i g h er ed u c at i o n  s ys t em  i n  G erm an y i s  a s t at e f o u n d ed , s t at e o rg an i s ed  an d  s t at e 
f i n an c ed  h i g h er ed u c at i o n  s ys t em  – i n  t h e aro u n d  2 0  %  p ri v at e i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  
G erm an y o n l y 2  %  o f  al l  s t u d en t s  i n  G erm an y are en ro l l ed  – t h e s t at e, an d  t h at  
m ean s  af t er t h e ref o rm  o f  f ed eral i s m  i n  2 0 0 6 :  t h e f ed eral  s t at es  are res p o n s i b l e f o r 
g u aran t eei n g  t h e q u al i t y o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s  an d  c o u rs es . T h at  i s t  t h e reas o n  f o r 
d i s c u s s i o n s  o n  i n t ro d u c i n g  t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f  s ys t em  ac c red i t at i o n  o r p ro c es s  
ac c red i t at i o n  i n  s u p p l em en t i n g  p ro g ram m e ac c red i t at i o n . T h e o b j ec t  o f  ac c red i t at i o n  
w i l l  n o  l o n g er b e t h e i n d i v i d u al  s t u d y c o u rs e b u t  t h e q u al i t y as s u ran c e an d  
i m p ro v em en t  m an ag em en t  o f  a h i g h er ed u c at i o n  i n s t i t u t i o n  as  a w h o l e. A  p i l o t  p ro j ec t  
w i t h  f o u r h i g h er ed u c at i o n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  c o u l d  b e f i n i s h ed  s u c c es s f u l l y as  a p ro o f  o f  
p ri n c i p l e at  t h e en d  o f  2 0 0 6 .  
H i g h er ed u c at i o n  i s  a p u b l i c  g o o d  an d  a p u b l i c  res p o n s i b i l i t y – t h i s  i s  s ai d  i n  t h e 
c o m m u n i q u é  o f  t h e f i rs t  f o l l o w -u p  m eet i n g  o f  m i n i s t ers  i n  P rag u e o n  M ay 1 9 t h  2 0 0 1 . 
U n d erl i n i n g  t h i s  t h e Länder i n  t h e F ed eral  R ep u b l i c  o f  G erm an y  are c o n v i n c ed  t h at , 
d es p i t e t h e i n c reas i n g  au t o n o m y o f  h i g h er ed u c at i o n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  an d  d es p i t e q u al i t y 
as s u ran c e b y m ean s  o f  c o m p et i t i o n  an d  d el eg at i o n  o f   ac c red i t at i o n  t o  ag en c i es , t h e 
s t at e rem ai n s  res p o n s i b l e f o r h i g h er ed u c at i o n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  an d  t h ei r s t u d y c o u rs es , at  
l eas t  i n  s t at e f i n an c ed  an d  al s o  i n  s t at e ac k n o w l ed g ed  h i g h er ed u c at i o n  i n s t i t u t i o n s . 
T h e s t at e rem ai n s  res p o n s i b l e f o r en s u ri n g  q u al i t y o f  c o u rs es  an d  d eg rees  as  w el l  as  
m o b i l i t y o f  s t u d en t s  an d  g rad u at es  – at  l eas t  b y en s u ri n g  ap p ro p ri at e p ro c ed u res  o f  
ac c red i t at i o n  p ro c es s es .   
T h i s  i n c l u d es  ac c red i t at i o n  b y o t h er t h an  n at i o n al  q u al i t y-as s u ran c e i n s t i t u t i o n s  o r 
ag en c i es . H o w ev er, t h ei r p ro c ed u res  an d  s t an d ard s  h av e t o  t ak e ac c o u n t  o f  n at i o n al  
req u i rem en t s  w i t h i n  t h e B o l o g n a p ro c es s . T h i s  i s  t h e reas o n  w h y t h ere are 
res erv at i o n s  i n  G erm an y ab o u t  reg ard i n g  ac c red i t at i o n  as  a f o r p ro f i t  s erv i c e o f f ered  
o n  a g l o b al  ed u c at i o n  m ark et .  
I n  t h e B erl i n  c o m m u n i q u é  f ro m  S ep t em b er 1 9 , 2 0 0 3 , t h e m em b er s t at es  o f  t h e 
B o l o g n a P ro c es s  ag reed  u p o n  t h e E u ro p ean  H i g h er E d u c at i o n  A rea b ei n g  a 
c o n t ri b u t i o n  t o  m ak e E u ro p e”  “ t h e m o s t  c o m p et i t i v e an d  d yn am i c  k n o w l ed g e b as ed  
ec o n o m y i n  t h e w o rl d , c ap ab l e o f  s u s t ai n ab l e ec o n o m i c  g ro w t h  w i t h  m o re an d  b et t er 
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j o b s  an d  g reat er s o c i al  c o h es i o n ” . T h i s  req u i res  t ak i n g  res p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e q u al i t y o f  
ed u c at i o n  p ro v i d ed  i n  h i g h er-ed u c at i o n  an d  em p l o ym en t  s ys t em s .  
I  w i s h  yo u  an d  u s  f ru i t f u l  d i s c u s s i o n s  an d  f u t u re o ri en t ed  res u l t s  i n  t h i s  s em i n ar. O n  
b eh al f  o r t h e L ä n d er i n  G erm an y:  w el c o m e ag ai n  i n  B erl i n . 
T h an k  yo u  f o r yo u r at t en t i o n . 
 
 


